The group selection of variola minor in the Americas: an anthroponootic analogue for the myxomatosis epizootic in Australia.
It is an axiom of many parasitology texts that host-parasite systems coevolve toward a state approximating commensalism. While this hypothesis has an apriori intuitive appeal there is little empirical evidence to support it. The only documented case of a parasite evolving toward avirulence is the group selection of less virulent strains of the myxoma virus in the Australian rabbit population. It is hypothesized here that group selection also accounted for the appearance of variola minor in the Americas.